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If I asked you to tell me what an architect does, 
I imagine one of the first things you would say 
would be that they design buildings. Perhaps 
you may even say that it is the outside of the 

building that they design. Cue Alex Michaelis and 
Tim Boyd of Michaelis Boyd Associates, two 
architects keen to reveal the internal processes of 
architecture, ‘warts-and-all’ from the inside out. 

Thinking and Living like an Architect is a 
beautiful coffee-table book that documents years of 
projects from the beginning to the end, even 
including an email from an unhappy client. From 
the first few minutes talking to Michaelis – as he 
tells me how funny he finds said email – it is clear 
that he lives and breathes honesty, humour and 
telling it as it is. ‘This is humanised architecture, 
more accessible than other architecture books,’ he 
says. ‘It’s not idealistic; it shows you the process 
from beginning to end.’ 

Michaelis Boyd came about from the roof-space 
of Michaelis’s house – which he had converted for a 
work room – when he and Boyd started to work on 
small jobs together. ‘We got really lucky with some 

nice houses to work on,’ explains Michaelis. Notting 
Hill was the obvious base for the business, due to 
Boyd living in the area and Michaelis’s parents 
living here in the 60s, so they knew the area well. 
‘It’s always been a nice area and it is still, despite 
the crazy prices,’ he says. Now living in Brook 
Green, Michaelis explains how Notting Hill has an 
openness you don’t appreciate until you constantly 
journey in and out of it. ‘I’m always finding new 
places that I don’t know about. I’ll stumble down an 
alleyway that I thought was a dead-end and come 
out the other side. I love it.’ 

It is this sense of stumbling upon inspiration, 
designs and constantly evolving the Michaelis Boyd 
look that is integral to the company and something 
that can be seen clearly in the book. ‘When you start 
off, you want everyone to have your skin and your 
look and you don’t want them to put their skin on it 
– but that has to change,’ he says. Having been 
approached by Clearview Books, it took three years 
to put together so the raw process behind every 
project is documented. ‘It shows a variety of 
finishes, so it’s very eclectic.’ He strongly believes 

Michaelis Boyd want to show you a world of design from the 
inside, allowing you to think and live like an architect
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Their work is 
recognised across the 
globe. The magical 
Sandibe Safari Lodge 
in Botswana is a 
project that shows 
this, above, and the 
individually designed 
Byron restaurants 
epitomise the 
versatility of Michaelis 
Boyd and their ability 
to create a uniform, 
but with a boutique 
feel, left 

The Byron restaurant 
on The Strand 

London, above, 
each restaurant is 

individually designed 
and the book includes 

different examples
It’s important to Michaelis Boyd to create 
special moments for their clients, as can 
be seen in the staircase slide in Oxford 
Gardens, left, and an international 
project in the form of the Williamsburg 
Hotel in New York, above
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Restoration of original 
windows is not the 
popular solution. Sash 
window owners have 

been erroneously informed that 
only new windows can provide 
solutions for draught proofing 
and better thermal efficiency. In 
reality original windows can be 
refurbished to achieve the same 
performance as new windows yet 
provide benefits that newer 
windows can never match.

Original windows were 
handmade by skilled craftsman who used 
seasoned timber in producing them. We 
have seen the dismay of customers who 
have had their original windows replaced 
with new softwood windows that were 
not properly painted, and subsequently 
showed extensive rot within a short 
period. Unfortunately these customers 
then have to either replace these 
windows with hardwood substitutes or 
spend large amounts of money to have 
these windows repaired.

We, at Fortis & Hooke, believe that 
the company that makes a stand against 
unnecessary replacement will be at the 
forefront of English Heritage 
safeguarding. We have a proven track 
record in the conservation of original 
sash windows.

In a recent window restoration project 
we undertook, our client had bought a 
large manor house. It was a Grade II 
listed property that had 36 large sash 
windows and several original doors. The 
client was looking for a specialist 
company that was able to deal with listed 
properties and who specialise in 
restoring original sash windows. We 
assessed the windows and most of the 
frames and glass were original. The 
client wanted them fully restored and 
decorated. Her home was quite draughty 
too so she liked the idea of having 
draught proofing done as well. She also 
had two small children and was 
concerned about their safety as they 
might be able to open them. 

As this property had so many 

windows we decided to 
remove them in batches of 
seven. The sash windows were 
removed and taken off to our 
workshop to be worked on. We 
were very careful when 
handling her windows as the 
glass was original and she 
didn’t want it replaced. The 
sash windows were stripped 
back and the wood was 

repaired where needed. They were 
decorated with the client’s chosen colour 
and we draught proofed the windows 
before fitting them back in. Security 
locks were installed so that her small 
children could not open the windows and 
they couldn’t be broken into from 
outside. The doors that she wanted 
restored were also repaired on site.

Our client was happy with the way 
we handled the windows and the 
decoration process. We restored 
everything with care and when we left, 
they all looked as good as new. So, 
STOP, don’t replace! Instead, contact us 
and we will advise you on a cost-
effective way to restore and refurbish 
your original sash windows.
0800 313 4688; fortishooke.co.uk

Why Fortis & Hooke have a 
proven track record in the 

conservation of original 
sash windows

Repair, 
Restore, 
Retain

Fortis & Hooke can restore 
any original window to its 
former beauty


