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People say to Amanda Brettargh: 
‘Oh, my child doesn’t read.’ 
‘Well that is lucky, I say, 
because we don’t just read. We 

have film, theatre, craft, the list goes on,’ 
says Brettargh, founder of the upcoming 
Barnes Children’s Literature Festival. 

As we meet in a coffee shop on 
Barnes Green, her passion for literature 
is obvious. She tells me how she is keen 
to bring the power of words to children 
in whatever media form possible – not 
only through the median of reading. 

Brettargh is an ex-journalist who now 
works in children’s publishing and is 
using her skills, alongside the 
experiences of raising twins, to bring a 
kid’s lit festival to London, and in a way 
that embraces technology too. 

‘It’s an immersive concept and one 
that doesn’t leave anybody behind. 
Children have so many demands on their 
time, so this brings literature to them in 
different ways,’ explains Brettargh. 
‘We’re all for creating excitement about 
reading and writing, but showing that 
technology definitely has its place today.’ 
The festival started last year and was a 
roaring success, allowing this year to be 
bigger and grow from one day to two. 
Brettargh hopes the momentum around 
the event will allow for the festival to 
become a week-long event in future. ‘In 
the first year we sold over 2,000 tickets 
and turned away many families. We were 
more than 70 per cent sold out before the 
day arrived, which showed me this was 
something people are interested in,’ she 
says. ‘We even had people from Hull!’ 

There’s a definite place for books in 
Barnes, Brettargh tells me. Unlike other 

small towns, Barnes has an independent 
bookshop that thrives, something that is 
rare in our economic climate. This 
provided a great starting point for 
sponsorship. When Brettargh first had 
the idea, she went to the Barnes 
Community Association, ‘who do a lot 
for the people of Barnes’ and 
immediately they told her to do it. She 
secured their sponsorship and met up 
with Barnes poet Roger McGough.  
‘He said, “If you do it, I’ll be there” and 
that was that,’ says Brettargh. This year 
the festival has managed to secure the 
sponsorship of the University of 
Roehampton, which is the icing on the 
cake for an education-based festival. 

For Brettargh, seeing authors read had 
a powerful effect on her and is 
something that has stayed with her since 
childhood, so well-known authors will 
be present in Barnes. Brettargh is excited 
about the addition of Jacqueline Wilson 
this year, an author who is still as 
popular with young readers today as she 
was in my childhood, 15 years ago. It is 
also Roald Dahl’s centenary year, so the 
festival will see a live show of Roald 
Dahl and the Imagination Sequence, 
which explores a world where words are 
disappearing and does so through some 
of Dahl’s most loved fictions.

Eventually, what can we expect from 
the festival in the future? 
‘I want Barnes to have 
the same buzz as Hay, 
where everywhere you 
go there is a hum 
around books. It will 
be a destination place.’ 

The festival runs from 

14-15 May. For tickets: 

barneskidslitfest.org

From Jacqueline Wilson to Roald Dahl, this 
literature festival is one of a kind...
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