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Acclaimed Yorkshire TV presenter on her screen career and
being the Parkinson of the Great Yorkshire Show
By BETHAN ANDREWS
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GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW • Q&A

Q You’ve had a varied career in

TV. How did you come to be in
Yorkshire on ITV Calendar?
A I moved to Yorkshire in 1994 and I’m
part of the fixtures and fittings now! I did
various things in Yorkshire Television
such as presenting my own magazine
show for four years, which we had called
Tonight. I also launched a health and
beauty channel that was one of the first
satellite channels called Wellbeing – I
don’t think anyone was watching it, but
we had a ball! When Christa Ackroyd left,
I was pulled in as the main presenter on
Calendar and have been there for 20 years.
Q What have you loved about

your job as a presenter?
A It’s been varied, exciting, I’ve had a lot of
fun and I’ve met lots of interesting people.
I’ve travelled the world and I’ve done things
that I never imagined I would have the
chance to do. You become part of a family
with the viewers when you work in regional
television – people get to know you and
it’s like being part of a massive village.
Q How did it feel stepping

away from ITV Calendar?
A It was really difficult to bring an end to it
and I felt like I was jumping off a cliff, but
it felt like the right time. The outpouring
of love I had, though, I couldn’t believe it.
It was very moving and it meant a great
deal to me. With Covid-19, my role on the
show was so important to many people.
With an older demographic watching, we
were someone they’d known for a long
time, talking to them at 6pm every day
and reassuring them. Of all the things
I ever did, I think it meant the most to
me to play that role in people’s lives.

SHE ENJOYS HEADING INTO WETHERBY

“I know what the Great
Yorkshire Show means to
people, so to host something
new... what an honour”
Q What is it about the county that

got you hook, line and sinker?
A Oh, I just love it. I have to admit to being
a Lancashire lass by birth, but I think
because I’ve been here so long I’ve been
accepted. Yorkshire is just such a unique
place. There’s a robustness about Yorkshire
and the people, and there is an honesty
whereby the people have hearts of gold –
when they love you, they really love you.
I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.
Q When you’re not working, what are

your favourite things to do in Yorkshire?
A One of the places we love as a family is
Filey. One of our family traditions since
the Millennium is to go very early on new
year’s day morning. We get a flask, and
we’ll go to the clifftops and watch the sun
come up before having a bacon sandwich
and a long walk. I live in Boston Spa and
the river walks here are just beautiful,
and I love anywhere in the Dales.
Q What about for eating and drinking?
A We’re quite homebirds and like to keep

our jeans on and just go local, so we eat in
most of the restaurants in Boston Spa and
Wetherby. In Leeds, I love going to Tattu
and we always go for a drink at the Dakota.

Q Speaking of your love for the county,

talk to us about your involvement
in the Great Yorkshire Show – how
did that first come about?
A I was so lucky to be asked to host the
new stage! They are building this big new
stage, which is sort of like a chat show, and
so I’m going to be like the Parkinson of
the GYS! It’s right up my street as I love
nothing more than chatting to people and
we’ve got some wonderful guests lined
up – very well-named celebrities all with a
light farming edge. The only problem will
be keeping to time, as I know for a fact they
will be very interesting to interview with
loads of stories. I want to ask the questions
that the audience wants to hear and get
the balance right of people wanting to hear
about farming and people just wanting
to get the goss from the celebrities.
Q How does it feel to be hosting something

brand new at such a significant event?
A I know what the GYS means to people,
so to host something that has never been
done there in all of its history, well, what
an honour. I’m well aware there’s a lot on
my shoulders! I hope people feel that they
know me well and trust me to ask what
they want. I’m excited that the new stage
will bring a new element that will appeal
to a very mass audience. The guests we
have also tap into the desire that has
come out of the pandemic to be closer to
nature, and to embrace simplicity in life.
Q What do you love about the

Great Yorkshire Show?
A I just love the buzz of it and it’s always
been a very special event for the region.
I can’t wait to have time to have a little
walk around between the interviews. I love
that it brings together communities from
all over Yorkshire and it’s very uplifting.
Post-lockdown, with less restrictions and
more freedom, it’s going to be fantastic.
greatyorkshireshow.co.uk
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